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On Oct. 22, the January 22 Mothers of Prisoners, a group of family members of imprisoned former
National Guardsmen and accused contra collaborators, held its weekly vigil outside El Calvario
church, near the Oriental Market in Managua. The January 22 group, established earlier this year,
has ties to at least one opposition political party. A larger group, the Mothers of Heroes and Martyrs,
consisting of family members of victims of the National Guard and the contras, held a counter
demonstration. Mothers of Heroes and Martyrs is affiliated with the Sandinistas. Shouting gave way
to pushing and shoving matches. A man who sympathized with the January 22 group pulled out
a pistol and shot and wounded two people, neither of them critically. Both groups have radically
different perspectives on the issue of how far the government should extend amnesty provisions
under the auspices of the Central American peace accord. Most members of January 22 demand that
the government release all political prisoners, and provide them and the contras with full amnesty.
The Mothers of Heroes takes the opposite position: most political prisoners are guilty of heinous
crimes, and should remain in prison. Many members of this group are also uncomfortable with
the idea of granting full amnesty to all contras who agree to disarm and reintegrate themselves
into civilian life. In contrast to the tensions in evidence in Managua, a mass held in the town of
Telpaneca, Madriz (northern Nicaragua), on Oct. 25, brought together a large crowd of mothers of
Nicaraguans killed by the contras, kidnapped by the contras or disappeared, prisoners, and former
contras who have accepted amnesty. The mass and a meeting which followed it were organized
by the Regional Peace Commission. According to commission member Ivan Kaufman, the event
was an example of the reconciliation that can take place among such groups "when they are not
pressured or manipulated by the political parties." (Witness for Peace newsbrief, 10/29/87) [WFP is
a church-sponsored research group with offices in Washington and Managua. WFP volunteers, who
are posted in communities throughout Nicaragua, focus on interviewing survivors of contra attacks
and clashes between the Sandinista army and the contras. WFP can be contacted at P.O. Box 29497,
Washington, D.C. 20017.]
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